The Annals has a new look, but since conventional wisdom says you shouldn't judge a book by its cover, what exactly does this mean? First, let's consider the conventional wisdom. Many books today -certainly the political ones -have a subtitle longer than the title. You read the title, you read the subtitle, and you don't have to read the book. It's speed reading in its finest form.
First and foremost, it reflects a modern look -a new vitality. The journal cover has not been changed since the Annals moved to a larger-size format in 1980. The broad spectrum of colors represents the many facets of our specialty, which are reflected in the new editorial structure with Section Editors to represent the subspecialties. The Section Editors and I are supported by an internationally recognized Editorial Board that is committed to publishing the finest articles in the shortest time possible. Each article is reviewed by at least two experts whose goal is to offer a critical constructive assessment intended to improve the caliber of the paper, thereby enhancing its impact.
Second, the new cover is a commitment to a novel direction for the Annals. We will make the Annals more clinically relevant. As part of this thrust, this year we institute the Seminar Series. These are overviews for the general otolaryngologist that will cover basic science topics relevant to the head and neck and clinical problems germane to everyday practice. Each seminar will focus on the epidemiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment of a specific disease process. Most articles will be commissioned, but I welcome one-page abstracts on topics in your area of expertise or ideas you have for topics you would like presented as in-depth reviews. As you know, otolaryngologists certified after 2001 receive timed certificates valid for 10 years. Revalidation is contingent on satisfactory completion of the American Board of Otolaryngology Maintenance of Certification process. I hope the Seminar Series will be helpful in this process of lifelong learning and self-assessment. And so, I invite you to submit your clinical research to the Annals and to contact me with your thoughts and suggestions as we move forward together.
